SUTHERLAND MASONIC CENTER
Volume 2012, Issue 6

1123 Florida Avenue
Palm Harbor, FL 34683
United States of America

November / December
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From The EAST
My brothers, 2012 is coming to a
close which always leads to reflection. 2012 has been challenging, yet
productive. Overall, Sutherland is
healthy and a strong line for 2013 is
intact. A heartfelt thank you to my
Wardens, Secretary, Treasurer, Deacons, Stewards and the brotherhood.
Many say it takes a village to raise a
child. Well, in my case I feel as if I
took a brotherhood to raise a Worshipful Master and I will be eternally
grateful to each of you for enabling
me to continue to grow as a man in
masonry.
As I reflect, there are constant conversations on 1. How to attract quality
men to masonry; and 2. How to keep
our newly raised MM involved and
engaged at Sutherland. My thoughts
gravitate to the second question. My
answer is to implement a “Master Mason Rookie Award.” The award would
be bestowed on all MM whom within
a year of their raising complete a list
of challenges. The minimum requirements to earn this award would generally consist of:
1. Attend at least 80% of the Stated
Communication within the forthcoming 12 months.

2. Attend each of the degrees at
least once.
3. Attend at least one visit of the
lodge’s DDGM to another lodge OR
attend a stated communication of another lodge
4. Attend at least one Masonic funeral
5. Sponsor at least one candidate
6. Serve on at least one investigation committee
7. Attend at least one Stated Communication of Grand Lodge OR visit
the Masonic Home
Work on at least one lodge social activity OR lodge charity event.
Upon completion of the requirements
you will be recognized by the MWGM
of Florida or DDGM at their visit to
our lodge and awarded a Master Mason Rookie Coin.
My brothers please give this award
serious consideration. As you are
well aware, the December stated is
typically the most widely attended
and this would be the best opportunity to voice your pros/cons.
If you have not attended Lodge in a
while, please come by. If you are in

www.SutherlandLodge.org

need of transportation please reach
out and we will accommodate. As
always, the success of the Lodge
rests with all of us. Together we can
make a difference “Be a Leader;
Make it happen!”
Upon the Square,
Jason R. Schultz, Worshipful Master
813.294.3162
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From The WEST
My brothers,
Something that I remember from my youth still stands true today; “Lilies that fester, smell worse
than weeds.”
What does this mean? Well it means that if something is bothering you, you should speak up about it. That’s not to say that you should
step on the feelings of others, but you should make your feelings
known. Don’t hold it all inside, let it out. Talk to the person on the
other side of the topic. Good, bad, or indifferent, you will then know if
you are upset over something, or perhaps nothing. And you will undoubtedly get a chance to see their side of the issue.
A conflict, no matter how small, can grow to the point that it can
tear a person apart emotionally. It is much better to get it out in the
open, deal with it, and move on with life. Don’t stew in the misery that
you might be going through needlessly. More often than not, it probably isn’t as bad as you might think, and you might be surprised at the
reaction from those who you are sure are against you. It’s like another
old saying; “The fear of death is often worse than death itself.”
Brother Ballow,
Senior Warden

D.D.G.M. 20th Masonic District Official Visitation Schedule

Date

Time

Lodge

3-Jan-13

7 pm - 9:30 pm

Pearl of the West Lodge No. 146

8-Jan-13

7:30 pm - 10 pm

Clearwater Lodge No. 127

10-Jan-13

7 pm - 9:30 pm

Tarpon Lodge No. 112

15-Jan-13

7:30 pm - 10 pm

Tampa Bay Lodge No. 252

21-Jan-13

7 pm - 9:30 pm

Dunedin Lodge No. 192

5-Feb-13

7 pm - 9:30 pm

East Gate Lodge No. 355

19-Feb-13

7 pm - 9:30 pm

Sutherland Lodge No. 174

www.SutherlandLodge.org
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From The SOUTH
My Brothers,
As the year comes to a close I would like to thank my Stewards for their help this year. A Junior
Warden is only as good as the help he receives during his year. I have really enjoyed feeding all the
Brothers this year. I have one more dinner in December. I would like to invite all of you out for a special
dinner. If you are curious as to what we will be eating, you will have to come to find out.
I want to say thank you to W:.M:. Jason for his guidance this year. I feel our Officers did a great job
as well. Our Lodge continues to grow. I want to congratulate Brothers Farhavashi and Joyce on being
found proficient in their FC Catechisms. We have a MM Degree scheduled for December 11, 2012. We
will also have Brothers from East Gate Lodge and Dunedin Lodge. We are looking to raise 4 Brothers this
night. Let’s see how many Brothers we can get to come out and support these brothers.
I have informed W:.M:. Jason that this will be my last Trestle Board. I have been the editor for the
last four years. I have enjoyed doing it. However, due to my cable-tow I am unable to continue to publish it. I will help the Brother who takes it over 100%. If you would like to get more involved in helping
the Lodge this could be just for you. We are also looking for someone to handle the web page. Anyone
interested in these two jobs please contact W:. M:. Jason.
Our meeting in December will be a downstairs meeting. This will give a chance for our members
who may not be able to get up the stairs. It is also our elections. Please
take this night to come out and help elect your Officers for next year. As
always, if you are unable to drive, please call one of your Officers. We
will be glad to give you a ride to and from Lodge.
Let’s not forget the annual Palm Harbor Christmas Parade on December 15th. We will meet at Lodge at 1pm to get a good place in line.
We will have the old Fire Truck again this year. Let’s see how many we can
get to come out this year.
Fraternally,
Larry Pomeroy
Junior Warden
727-798-3721
produman@aol.com

Please join us on December 18th for our stated communication.
We will be holding a downstairs meeting. As well as our yearly
elections. If you need a ride please contact one of us Officers.
We will be sure you get there and back home again. Dinner is
at 6:30 meeting to follow dinner.
www.SutherlandLodge.org
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From The Treasurer
Brothers,
In this article and the ones following I will be discussing Masonic Etiquette and Education. This
month’s article has to do with donations.
What did he say to put on the alter? Well it sounded like he said Mike box, but he didn’t. The
box we collect our donations in is called a Mite Box. So now that you know the real name you may be
more confused. What is a Mite Box and where did we get the name? Webster's defines MITE BOX as,
“a small box distributed individually to the members of a church or Sunday school for the collection of
a special offering.”
It is commonly accepted that the modern day Mite Boxes came from the various “cent” or
“mite” societies of the early 1800s. In 1871 the first circular letter from the Woman’s Mission to
Woman urged their members to encourage the whole family to use their new Mite Boxes. These were
simple garnet colored paper boxes with gold lettering which read, “Woman’s Mission to Woman”.
The societies would instruct their members to put change in the box everyday and also as a thank you
when something good happened. Everyone would bring their boxes in at the end of the campaign
and they would put the money to use.
So we know what it is called and where it came from. But why, oh why, is it called a, “Mite box”?
There are two reasons. The first is because you might or might not donate. This answer causes
us to ask the question, “Why isn't it called a might box?” The second reason, which I think is more
plausible, is that the name comes from the teachings of Jesus. "As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich
putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in her two mites.
‘Truly I tell you,’ He said, "this poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these people
gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on." A
Mite was the smallest copper coin that there was in the time of King James. (Historical Note: In truth,
Jesus most likely said, ‘a poor widow put in her two Leptons,’ because in His time the Mite did not exist and the Lepton was the smallest copper coin. King James’ scribes updated the terminology to their
era.)
So for our purposes, the "Mite Box" is used to collect donations for
charitable purposes only; it is not intended to collect funds for a Lodge project, such as a new roof. Whatever charity the Master indicates, the money
collected in the Mite Box must be earmarked for that purpose. If you want
to make a separate donation for a specific purpose, indicate that with your
donation and the money will be spent for that purpose and no other.
"General" donations are, of course, accepted. Also, feel free to continue to
donate paper and not copper.
Fraternally yours,
Greg Scott
Treasurer

Www.SutherlandLodge.org
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From The Senior Deacon
Interestingly, I have come across a most didactic discourse by Albert Mackey about the symbolism of the "G" in the east. Without the suspense created by his many attributions to the Hebrews,
Egyptians, Greeks and other groups of antiquity, the Masonic G represents God; this being contrary
to our lectures in which it is said to denote Geometry. Now I will give a brief synopsis according to
Mackey. The English "G" was not even in existence in earliest times when Masonry first evolved it's
symbolism. Our English G most closely resembles the Hebrew consonant for the first letter of the unspoken (except whispered once yearly by a rabbi in the Holy of Holies) name of the Almighty -- Jehovah. Thus, the G in Masonry denotes the Great Architect of the Universe. Jehovah, out of respect, for
knowing someone's name was to have a power over them, was substituted with the Hebrew Adonai
meaning Lord. This is consistent with what I had learned in many theology courses. Yahweh, again
Hebrew characters, meaning he who is was used to avoid His direct appellation out of respect.
Our Creator asked to be called Jehovah in Genesis but the various groups of ancients demurred with substitutions out of respect. Mackey even goes further in suggesting that the self-given name of the Almighty was known and used by the
Three (Solomon, Hiram King of Tyre and Hiram
Abiff) as a password. Mackey calls the substituted names "ineffable." He refers to G.A.O.T.U. and the three basic symbols denoting such -the letter G, the equilateral triangle, and the All-Seeing Eye. Restating
Mackey in his words, "This letter (G) is the initial of the word Jehovah or
Ihoh is constantly met in Hebrew writings as the symbol of Jehovah which
word is never written at length. But because "G" is, in like manner, the initial
of God, the equivalent of Jehovah, this letter has been incorrectly, and, I cannot refrain from saying, most injudiciously, selected to supply, in modern
lodges, the place of the Hebrew symbol." I had to quote Mackey so as to give
a feel for his presentation. Be well, Brothers!
Rick Raguso
Senior Deacon

From The Secretar y
Brethren,
The year is quickly coming to an end, and Sutherland continues to
be busy. We are planning our Lodge Thanksgiving dinner for our November Stated Communication and we are looking forward to a great, family
dinner. We are also in the early stages of planning for our involvement in
the Palm Harbor December Christmas parade. We will keep you updated
as soon as we get the final information. This has always been a great
event, bringing our Lodge and many of the other Lodges in the District together. We have several brothers in various stages of their catechism
training, and they are making good progress. Please keep a look-out for
the upcoming degrees and help where you can. As I said, things continue
to be exciting at Sutherland Lodge. Please stop by and participate in our
activities. You won’t regret it!
On the Level,
Frank Gaughen
Secretary

Www.Sutherlandlodge.org
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From The Junior Deacon
My Brothers,
It has been an honor to serve you this year in the capacity of Junior Deacon. I have treasured the moments shared with my Brothers all year long. I am very grateful to serve the Craft in degrees and in meetings.
This year I have grown as and individual and as a Brother. I have begun to search
deeper for more Masonic knowledge by starting the process of learning the Entered
Apprentice lecture, I have mentored a Brother from initiation and raised him to the
sublime degree of Master Mason, I have learned more about how the Lodge functions,
and I have strengthened ties with men I am very fortunate to call my Brothers.
I would like to thank the Worshipful Master, Jason Schultz, for having confidence in me to give me this opportunity to serve my Brothers as Junior Deacon for
Sutherland Lodge in 2012. I would like to thank all of the other Lodge Officers for their
support and assistance in both my Masonic and personal growth and development. I
look forward to continuing to serve the Lodge throughout the future and to continue
the positive momentum that Sutherland carries throughout our district. Stay safe and
enjoy your holidays!
Humbly and Fraternally,
Aaron J. Robertson,
Junior Deacon

From The Marshall
Brothers,
I may as well start this with a Happy Thanksgiving! I hope that everybody will enjoy the Thanksgiving
Diner.
I will follow this with a Merry Christmas!
Now that I have taken care of the Holidays, I speak as Librarian. We have a wonderful book supply well updated by our past librarian Scott McCauley.
Everyone of you should take the opportunity to check out some books. Once you have finished one be sure to
write a book report on it. That way others can read it or know not to read it. They can also multiply their education by your hard work. Brothers serving brothers!
Here is a reference to Pillars of Wisdom: The Writings of Alexander of Albert Pike, by Rex Hutchens. Specifically notes on the chapter on Symbolism, The Soul of Masonry. “The English word ‘symbol’ derives from the
Greek word (via Latin) which means ‘mark’ or ‘token’. It also carries the connotation of ‘bringing together’ as
two parts of something which was broken and then brought together to form the
whole. This process was used as a sign of recognition.
As a man grows spiritually, he begins to see in Masonic symbols more profound meanings and symbols become devices for mediation and study. For many Masons these meanings are never reached, and thus the symbols continue to teach what
was explained to candidates in the Ritual. Symbols are dynamic realities which possess both emotional and conceptual values.
Another important dimension of symbolism is the use of a symbol as a reflector
for the beholder. It then becomes a sort of speculum, or mirror, which reveals something about the interpreter. It is, in short, a microcosm of the beholder’s view of the
universe and an interpretation of his place in it.
A symbol should elevate the thoughts of the observer beyond language to the
mediation on, and even comprehension of, spiritual and philosophical ideas.
Respectfully,
Brother Marshal and Librarian

Www.SutherlandLodge.org
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Gregory L Scott MJPM
Brain Campbell
D.D.G.M. (2012)
Frank Gaughen III
Richard Brooks
D.D.G.M. (2011)
Kenneth Warner
Louis I. Thomas
Jack Bostrom
Jarvis Wood
Timothy L. Bryce
Kenneth R. James, II
D.D.G.M (2007)
Frank P. Sloan
Garry Sullivan
John J. Grasso
Steve Polo
Norbert Cheeseman
Edward Martin
James Pecka
Steve Hedgecock
Austin B. McGreal
Samuel E. Hart
Richard J. Clowes
Gary Connolly
Harry Phillips
Wiley E. Stacy
Dennis V. Cole, Jr.
James W. Hale
James M. Mann
Clarence L. Ammons
Christy G. Metcalfe, Jr.
William B. White
Darrell Myers
William B. Keigans
Melvin Brackin
J. Michael Beijar
D.D.G.M (1994)
Ralph B. Hunter
Kenneth R. James
David Kent
William F. Tew
Clarence Carter
Edward Swaffod
William G. Roberts, Jr.
Donald Scofield
Norman G. Atherton
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Sutherland Lodge Past Masters
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988
1987
1986
1985
1984
1983
1982
1981, 1979
1980
1978
1977
1976
1975, 1966, 1963
1974
1973, 1967, 1965
1972
1971
1970
1969
1968

Ronald A. Adair
Elmer W. Olson
James E. McDaniel
Ralph L. Childs
Henry V. Watt
William O. Tinny
Charles Howard Hagan
H. Vivian Tinny
Julian Wallace
James E. Stevens
Ellis B. Lipsey
George A. Ulmer
Charles A. Jones
Henry K. Tilley
C. Eugene Walters
Herbert M. Hunter
William S. Hogue,
D.D.G.M, (1953)
Lawrence L. Riviere
R. J. Johnson
C. C. Walters
R. R. Lipsey
Roy Jowers
James E. Johnson, Jr.
Edmond C. Anderson
Herbert C. Mann
Charles C. Jackson, Jr.
Gregor L. Ulmer
Pettus H. Stewart
Ernest F. Gordon
James E. Johnson
R. R. Lipsey
Herbert M. Hunter
R. W. Mair
Charles T. Sasser
T. C. Noxtine
R. J. Williford
George B. Thomas
George C. Booth
W. E. Nutt
W. R. Campbell
W. D. Wood
L. H. Eavey
H. S. Freeman
James C. Craver
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1964
1962
1961
1960, 1931
1959
1958
1957
1956
1955
1954
1953
1952
1951
1950
1949
1948
1947
1946
1945
1944
1943
1942
1941
1940
1939
1938
1937
1936
1935
1934
1933
1932
1930
1929
1928, 1923, 1922
1927
1926
1925
1924, 1921
1920
1919
1917- 1918
1914-1916
1909-1913

S U T H E R L A N D M A S ON I C C E NT E R
1123 Florida Avenue
Palm Harbor, FL 34683
United States of America
www.SutherlandLodge.org

Schedule of events

12-04 East Gate Stated Communication 7pm
12-11 Master Mason Degree Sutherland Masonic cen
ter 7pm
12-15 Open Books at Clearwater Lodge 9am-12pm
12-15 Palm Harbor Christmas Parade 3pm
12-17 East Gate Lodge Masonic Training 6:30pm
12-18 Sutherland Stated Communication dinner 6:30
meeting 7:30
12-28 East Gate Lodge installation of Officers 6pm

01-03 DDGM visit to Pearl of West 7pm
01-08 DDGM Visit to Clearwater Lodge 7:30pm
01-10 DDGM visit to Tarpon Lodge 7pm
01-12 Sutherland Lodge Installation at 10 am
01-15 Sutherland Lodge Stated Commincation Dinner at 6:30 meeting at 7:30
01-15 DDGM visit to Tampabay Lodge 7:30pm
01-16 Suncoast Masters and Wardens St Pete Lodge
6:30pm
01-21 East Gate Lodge Masonic Education 6:30p
01-21 DDGM visit Dunedin Lodge 7:30pm
01-26 Zone 6 school at Tampa Scottish Rite 8:30am

Committee Chairmen

Finance Committee Joe Ballow SW
Vigilance Committee Larry Pomeroy JW
Petitions Committee Frank Gaughen PM Secretary
Masonic Education
Frank Gaughen PM Secretary
Board of Relief
Jason Schultz WM, Joe Ballow SW,
Larry Pomeroy JW
Charity Committee Greg Scott PM
Lodge Property Com Larry Pomeroy JW

This months Charity:
MMRL

