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From The EAST
As the last time that I communicate as your Worshipful Master, I would
like to say thank you for the opportunity
to serve you. It truly has been an honor
and a privilege.
The year seemed to fly by and
with the coming of a new year we find
ourselves with a new line of officers. I
wish them all the best of luck in their
new offices, and they have my utmost
confidence.
I would like to take a moment to
thank my line. Most especially our new
Worshipful Master Larry Pomeroy, who
had the daunting task of getting me
ready to sit in the East for all the Degrees that took place in the lodge this
year. He was a great teacher in the Degree work and had me ready in record
time. I look forward to assisting him
with his tenure in the upcoming year.
And our new Senior Warden Rick Raguso who’s dedication brings him to
serve the lodge all the way from Wimauma. He is a great friend and has
been a pleasure to work with. And
thanks to Worshipful Greg Scott, Worshipful Lou Thomas, Ray Hughes, Mike
Bureau, Dan Joyce, and Aaron Robertson. But most especially I would like to
thank our brother Secretary, Worshipful
Frank Gaughen. I don’t know how he
can find the time to do all that he does.
He is a man that always goes above and
beyond what anyone asks of him, and

he does so with a smile and cheerful
response. He has the rosiest disposition
of anyone that I know. I don’t know how
I could have sat in the East without him
at my left.
2013 has been a challenging
year for Sutherland Lodge. We have
tackled some controversial issues, and
faced some difficult decisions. The raising of the yearly dues was necessary in
an attempt to keep up with the skyrocketing cost of everything. And with the
decline of membership for various reasons, we have had to look at the option
of selling the lodge building in an effort
to become a more effective lodge overall. These two issues have made it a
painful year for all of us. It has been
particularly hard on those who have
been coming to the facility for decades.
Unfortunately they are based on issues
that are out of our control.
I know that there are those who
may disagree with some of the decisions that I made while in the East. But I
hope that there is no question that everything I did was what I believed was in
the best interest of the lodge as a
whole. I love and respect this fraternity
and I always will. I believe in Freemasonry and want to see the fraternity
grow and change with the times while
keeping those strong principles that
make it what it is. That strong principle
that “we make good men better” is
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paramount in our beliefs. It separates us
from all others. The turmoil in the world
today gives us pause. But Freemasons,
who have been so influential in the past,
continue to stand for what is good and
right in the world. We set the example
for others to follow. And we must continue.
Humbly,
Joseph Ballow,
PM Sutherland Lodge No. 174
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From The WEST
My Brothers,
I would like to thank the craft for electing me to serve them as Master for the coming year. It is a task I will not take
lightly. This past year we tackled some very important issues. First was the raising of the dues. This was done primarily
in anticipation to Grand Lodge raising the per capita tax we pay each year. The increase did not pass this year at Grand
Lodge. However the vote was close and I expect to see it raised next time it comes to a vote . That is good news for us as a
Lodge. I realize that the increase may hit some Brothers hard. If this is the case please contact me or Frank Gaughen and
we will see how to help you. Each one will be handled on a case by case issue. The second big issue is the possible sale
of the Lodge. This option was being explored due to a multitude of reasons. One reason is the condition of the building.
In the coming future we will need to do some major repairs. Secondly was we find our selves in a “ just getting by “
budget. Some of the issues with the budget is Non-Payment of Dues. We have 13 brothers who have not paid their dues.
This leaves us in a short fall on the budget of 1300.00. When we wrote the budget for the current year, we were only
500.00 in the positive. With 13 NPD’s we now stand at 800.00 in the red. As most of us know, you can’t continue to operate
in the red. As your in-coming Master I am open to any and all suggestions how help influx money into our Lodge. I would
encourage you all to call me and give me your thoughts.
In
the up-coming year I am going to focus on more involvement for our families. We will be going back to having 4 family
dinners a year. I always love to see us bring our wives and children for dinners. They are what makes us good men and
Mason’s. I will be getting with the new JW to schedule the dinners. Watch your Trestle boards for dates. We are also going to have at least 2 downstairs meetings. We stopped having them due to no-one showing up. I would implore all Brothers who can’t make it upstairs to make to one of these meetings. At the same
time I would like to see more Brothers show up for our regular meetings. We
as the Craft of the Lodge should be involved to help guide the Officers.
I would like to
thank Worshipful Master Joe Ballow for the great job he did this past year.
His guidance and wisdom has been heartfelt. I look forward to him serving in
his next office here at the Lodge. To the rest our the officers, you have been
an outstanding line to serve with this past year.
I am looking forward to 2014. I would like us, the Craft of Sutherland
Lodge, to work at perfecting our Degree work. Being more involved in the
community where we can make a difference. I would like to get all our records updated to be sure we have all the correct mailing addresses as well as
email addresses for all of our Brothers. In the coming months I will be reaching out to all of the Brothers to help in this endeavor. I hope to serve you
well. If you ever need me, please call me. I will always answer my phone for
you.
We will be having an open installation of Officers on January 11,2014
at 10am at Sutherland Masonic Center. I am inviting all to come out. Lunch
will be served after installation. I look forward to seeing all of you then.
Fraternally,
Larry Pomeroy
Senior Warden
727-798-3721
produman@aol.com

INSTALLATION OF 2014 OFFICERS. JANUARY 11,2014 AT 10 AM LUNCH WE BE
SERVED AFTER INSTALLATION. ALL NON-MASON’S AND FAMILY ARE WELCOME. COME ATTEND AND SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR YOUR NEW OFFICERS.
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From The SOUTH
As Junior Warden it was my duty to report on the condition of the building correcting any deficiencies if
able. We had a very successful work party on June 9th whereby an attic fan was installed, general clean-up and
outside pressure washing performed. The fire escape stairs came out nice and white after the dirt was blasted
off. The "dirt" was rust and upon inspection both escapes had serious delamination issues. This triggered the discussion of repairs and building costs which led to contemplation of selling our lodge as it is an excellent site in downtown Palm Harbor.
The other duty of the office of Junior Warden is feeding the brothers on the eve of stated communications and at certain events. The
challenge for me was to provide an interesting cuisine for the proper
number of brothers. As I thank you all for the compliments on the meals,
I must admit that I was fortunate in guesstimating the number of attendees although they usually brought the appetites of a fifty per cent larger
group! The advices from our secretary ("plan on 18 to 20") and our then
senior warden ("plan on 35 to 40") gave me fits. Thinking of who our
guests might be for the night (if they were even going to show up or eat)
was another variable. I believe our highest count was 33 diners with 25
being the average of brothers and guests. I only go into this for those
who will occupy the seat in the future. Have fun!
The bottom line of my JW served meals and drinks will net the
treasury $600 after passing on the $200 start-up funds for the next caterer, Junior Warden. Brothers, I thank you for your compliments on the
meals, but my greatest compliment is being elected to sit in the West
where I will assume a fiduciary role with the Treasurer. May our Lodge
grow in 2014 not just in numbers of brothers or dollars, but also in that
brotherly love which cements all Masons.
Rick Raguso
Junior Warden
727-744-4177
rragssr@aol.com

Important dates to put on calendar for 2014
January 11, 2014
March 18, 2014
May 3, 2014
May25-28, 2014
June 17, 2014
July 15, 2014
November 18, 2014
November 19, 2014

Installation of Officers 10am
Family dinner at 6:30 stated meeting at 7:30
Fourth Annual Sutherland Shoot 2pm-5pm
Grand Lodge Communications in Orlando
Downstairs meeting
Family dinner at 6:30 stated meeting at 7:30
Family dinner at 6:30 stated meeting at 7:30
Suncoast Masters and Wardens at Sutherland
Dinner at 6:30 meeting at 7:30
December 16, 2014 Lodge Elections
Officer meetings every second Tuesday of the month.
Stated meetings every third Tuesday of the month.
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From The Treasurer
Brothers,
Welcome to the new year and Congratulation to Brother Pomeroy on being elected to Worshipful Master. Last year
I had started a series on Masonic etiquette but due to Trestleboard issues it has been several months since an article has
been published so I am going to restart the series. We have Raised several Brothers this year and have several more coming up. I am going to devote my articles this year to helping them understand some Masonic etiquette. I know I sat in
lodge for a few years not knowing what the proper way to do thing was.
This month we will address how to address another Brother and proper dress in Lodge.
In Lodge, it is proper to refer to each other as "Brother"; for example, I would address Jeff James in Lodge as
"Brother James". If you happen to know a Brother's title, you may use it as well; for example, a past Worshipful Master is
referred to as "Worshipful"; a present Worshipful Master is referred to as Worshipful Master; a past or present District
Deputy Grand Master is referred to as "Right Worshipful"; a past or present District Instructor is referred to as "Right Honorable"; a past or present Grand Chaplain is referred to as "Right Reverend"; and a past or present Grand Master is referred to as "Most Worshipful." Other jurisdictions may use different titles, such as "Very Worshipful." But when in doubt,
always use the moniker, "Brother," as no true Mason will be offended.
In writing correspondence to a Mason, it is not proper to use "Brother" or an officer's
title. Instead, the envelope should be marked "Honorable" followed by his surname.
In Lodge, all Masons are required to wear an apron. Officers wear aprons denoting their office. They may also wear an apron they have earned i.e. Past Masters Apron.
Past Masters, Past District Deputies, and Past District Instructors wear aprons awarded them for
their service. However, most Brothers wear a plain white apron while in Lodge and in accordance with the degree they have attained, such as EA, FC, or MM. In Florida, aprons are worn
under a suit coat which is never to be buttoned which would thereby hide the apron from view.
At a Masonic funeral service, only white aprons are worn, not those of an officer or past position.
Fraternally yours,
Greg Scott
Treasurer
Many of you know that 2013 was a challenging year for me personally. Unfortunately, I
had to step out of line as your Junior Deacon. This year, I have the honor to sit as Junior Deacon
for 2014. This is going to be a great year! I know there has been some confusion about the
selling of the lodge, but there has also been heartfelt and honest discussion on this issue as
well. As your Junior Deacon, you can rest assured that I am in support of the decision of the
Craft.
I also would like everyone to think of why they became Masons; what is their expectation of the Lodge and its officers? Some of those reasons may be sacred, we as Brothers must
respect that.
I will also be serving as your Assistant Secretary, assisting the Secretary with the
many needs and communications of the Lodge. Brothers feel free to contact me anytime with
any communications that you wish, as I am available for you. Let us unite in our Brotherhood
and support OUR Lodge and its Brothers! Please make every effort to attend our monthly
meetings and get involved if your cable tow allows.
Fraternally,
Rick Wendling

INSTALLATION OF 2014 OFFICERS. JANUARY 11,2014 AT 10 AM LUNCH WE BE SERVED AFTER INSTALLATION. ALL NON-MASON’S AND FAMILY ARE WELCOME. COME ATTEND
AND SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR YOUR NEW OFFICERS.
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From The Senior Deacon
My Brothers
As your new Junior Warden I would first like to thank you all for having confidence in my integrity to uphold this
most noble post. I can tell you with all my heart I will do my best to fulfill the demands of this post and, WE will eat well
thanks to my lovely wife agreeing to help me not poison anyone. With some of the recent events that have come to light
lately I would like to examine a few words that are used on a regular basis within our conversations and communications.
Fraternity…A formal organization of a brotherhood or organized society dedicated to the intellectual, physical
and social development of its members.
Brotherhood…The state of being brothers….Fellowship…
Lodge….A building or structure were brothers meet in a fraternal manner and practice Fellowship and Brotherly
Love.
There is much history in our fraternity involving the lodge, but is the lodge an actual building or structure. Or is it
at its basic, simply the fellowship between brothers. This is a question that we must each answer on an individual basis.
None of this is in response to the issue as to sell the lodge building or not. However that debate has got me thinking and
analyzing some of the common words that we throw around in our daily conversations such as
those listed above. We all have different backgrounds and upbringings, so it only makes
sense that we all will have different interpretations or views on many things. What we all have
in common was shown during that discussion, which was a true love for one another and a true
respect for each person’s opinion. And when the meeting was over we all parted as brothers.
That my brothers is why I joined Masonry.
As Freemasons we are different from any other lodge /organization in the world in that
we are truly brothers who can disagree and still love and respect one another. We hold no
malice against one another. We are not focused on being an elite group; but rather are simply
a brotherhood that truly wants to help all of mankind. This is what sets us apart from the many
pseudo organizations that abound in the world today... Learning in Masonry is actually a matter of understanding, once you understand, the signs are everywhere and learning becomes a
pleasure and knowledge a quest. It is my hope that we all take the next year to further our
journey down the path of enlightenment in Masonic knowledge.
Fraternally
Ray Hughes 32

From The Secretar y
Brothers,
I hope you are all doing well and enjoying this cooler weather. We have been very
busy the past several months with multiple degrees. And we have several more coming-up.
So please come out and support us and participate if you can. Please come and join us as this
is a great event. Just a reminder, but by this time you should have all received your 2014
dues notices. Please contact me if you have not received them and I will send you another
notice. I would also ask to please contact me with your current email and mailing address.
Finally, please plan to join us at our December 17, 2013 Stated communication. We will be
having our 2014 elections and discussing important lodge business. I hope to see you there.
All the best.
Frank Gaughen
Secretary
727-512-8355
Gaughengm@aol.com

INSTALLATION OF 2014 OFFICERS. JANUARY 11,2014 AT 10 AM LUNCH WE BE SERVED AFTER INSTALLATION. ALL NON-MASON’S AND FAMILY ARE WELCOME. COME ATTEND
AND SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR YOUR NEW OFFICERS.
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From The Junior Deacon
Greetings and salutations my Brothers,
It is the dawning of another year and with it; the dawning of many opportunities for fellowship,
charity, and all the things that make this Brotherhood so special for us. I
want to thank you all for opportunities to serve Sutherland Lodge as both
the Senior Steward and Junior Deacon this past year, and I’m honored to
serve this year as Senior Deacon.
I would invite all those Brothers who have not sat in Lodge recently
to find the time for shared fellowship this year. We need you Brothers; not
just your support, but your ideas, insights, advice, and the breadth of your
knowledge on the craft. We have many young Brothers in this Lodge; me
included that could use a little friendly wisdom now and then.
I look forward to spending this year with you Brothers and wish you
all a safe, healthy, and enriching year to come.
Fraternally,
Michael G. Bureau Jr.

From the Chaplain
My Brothers,
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Worshipful Master, and the craft for having the
confidence in me to perform the office of Chaplain. This is an office which carries with it some of the
most solemn duties in Freemasonry and I endeavor to do my very best to serve our lodge in this capacity.
Last year was very interesting, and I learned a lot about myself and the power of this fraternity. I also have come to appreciate more that very special bond that unites us, and that despite all of
our joking around and the occasional levity we truly have Brotherly Love
for one another. I find this to be a tremendous blessing, especially in
times that are as trying as these times we live in today.
As I continue to see the line progress and our degree work continue to improve, it makes me very proud not only to be a Freemason but
to be a Sutherland Mason as well. I have the utmost confidence in the
continuing success of our lodge and I await the joys and travails that this
coming year has to bring.
This new year will bring with it new faces, new experiences, and
new memories that we will use as material to continue our work over the
course of our collective Masonic journey. May we continue to build ourselves up together into better men, and remember how good and pleasant it is when we dwell together in unity.
Your Chaplain,
Aaron J. Robertson
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Joseph Ballow MJPM
Jason Schultz
Gregory L Scott
Brain Campbell
D.D.G.M. (2012)
Frank Gaughen III
Richard Brooks
D.D.G.M. (2011)
Kenneth Warner
Louis I. Thomas
Jack Bostrom
Jarvis Wood
Timothy L. Bryce
Kenneth R. James, II
D.D.G.M (2007)
Frank P. Sloan
Garry Sullivan
John J. Grasso
Steve Polo
Norbert Cheeseman
Edward Martin
James Pecka
Steve Hedgecock
Austin B. McGreal
Samuel E. Hart
Richard J. Clowes
Gary Connolly
Harry Phillips
Wiley E. Stacy
Dennis V. Cole, Jr.
James W. Hale
James M. Mann
Clarence L. Ammons
Christy G. Metcalfe, Jr.
William B. White
Darrell Myers
William B. Keigans
Melvin Brackin
J. Michael Beijar
D.D.G.M (1994)
Ralph B. Hunter
Kenneth R. James
David Kent
William F. Tew
Clarence Carter
Edward Swaffod
William G. Roberts, Jr.

Page 7

Sutherland Lodge Past Masters
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988
1987
1986
1985
1984
1983
1982
1981, 1979
1980
1978
1977
1976
1975, 1966, 1963
1974
1973, 1967, 1965
1972
1971
1970

Donald Scofield
Norman G. Atherton
Ronald A. Adair
Elmer W. Olson
James E. McDaniel
Ralph L. Childs
Henry V. Watt
William O. Tinny
Charles Howard Hagan
H. Vivian Tinny
Julian Wallace
James E. Stevens
Ellis B. Lipsey
George A. Ulmer
Charles A. Jones
Henry K. Tilley
C. Eugene Walters
Herbert M. Hunter
William S. Hogue,
D.D.G.M, (1953)
Lawrence L. Riviere
R. J. Johnson
C. C. Walters
R. R. Lipsey
Roy Jowers
James E. Johnson, Jr.
Edmond C. Anderson
Herbert C. Mann
Charles C. Jackson, Jr.
Gregor L. Ulmer
Pettus H. Stewart
Ernest F. Gordon
James E. Johnson
R. R. Lipsey
Herbert M. Hunter
R. W. Mair
Charles T. Sasser
T. C. Noxtine
R. J. Williford
George B. Thomas
George C. Booth
W. E. Nutt
W. R. Campbell
W. D. Wood
L. H. Eavey
H. S. Freeman
James C. Craver
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1969
1968
1964
1962
1961
1960, 1931
1959
1958
1957
1956
1955
1954
1953
1952
1951
1950
1949
1948
1947
1946
1945
1944
1943
1942
1941
1940
1939
1938
1937
1936
1935
1934
1933
1932
1930
1929
1928, 1923, 1922
1927
1926
1925
1924, 1921
1920
1919
1917- 1918
1914-1916
1909-1913

S U T H E R L A N D M A S ON I C C E NT E R
1123 Florida Avenue
Palm Harbor, FL 34683
United States of America
www.SutherlandLodge.org

Schedule of events

01-07 East Gate Stated Communication 7pm
01-11 Installation Of Sutherland Officer’s 10am
01-14 Sutherland Officer’s meeting 7pm
01-15 Suncoast Masters and Warden
01-21 Sutherland Stated Communication dinner 6:30
meeting 7:30
01-25 Zone 6 school of instruction at Scottish Rite

02-04 East Gate Stated Communication 7pm
02-11 Sutherland Officer’s meeting 7pm
02-14 Valentine’s Day
02-15 Dist 20 Open books at Clearwater 9am-12pm
02-18 Sutherland Lodge Stated Commincation Dinner at 6:30 meeting at 7:30
02-22 George Washington’s Birthday

Committee Chairmen

Finance Committee Rick Raguso SW
Vigilance Committee Ray Huges JW
Petitions Committee Frank Gaughen PM Secretary
Masonic Education
Frank Gaughen PM Secretary
Board of Relief
Jason Schultz WM, Rick Ragsuo SW,
Ray Huges JW
Charity Committee Greg Scott PM
Lodge Property Com Ray Hughes JW

This months Charity:
First Lady’s project

